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lost, and after searching for it in vain, the parents applied
to a certain aged qashd, renowned for his skill in kharashutha
(magic) of all kinds. His method was to take a pebble from
a running stream, and grind it to powder with certain
prayers. Then a long series of names of localities was
written on slips of paper, and these and the dust together
were strewn on a basin of water taken from the running
stream. Again prayers were recited, ending with the
invocation, " give a perfect lot; " and the slip of paper
that first floated to the side was taken. The place it named
seemed impossible; for it was a pass between two high
mountains, very difficult of access. Still the parents went
up to search; and there sure enough was found the dead
body of the child, who, in obedience to the mysterious law
observed in several such cases, had climbed from height
to height, when lost, till he sank exhausted.
A better position than Amadia for getting unusual
knowledge as to the ways of life and thought in this remote
land could hardly be imagined ; particularly when, as was
the case with us, medical practice was added to educational
work. This was done partly out of philanthropy, partly
because nothing is so efficient as dosing to take away pre-
judice ! Weird complaints came to us for doctoring, as
will readily be understood; and possibly the treatment
they received would have been considered even weirder
from a real doctor's point of view.* Thus the village idiot
came up one day to beg for a cure. He knew that he was
mad, and he also knew the reason ; namely that long ago
an unscrupulous foe had put a donkey's brains into his
soup, and he had eaten them unwittingly, and had naturally
gone crazy.
We thought of setting imagination to cure what imagina-
tion had created, by solemnly tying our friend down, making
a small wound on his stomach, and then exhibiting some
scrap of raw meat to him as the donkey's brain, safely
extracted. We have known of similar cases cured by pre-
cisely that method elsewhere; particularly a girl ha Mosul
* There are no coroner's inquests in the mountains; but we never
kilied any one as far as we know.